Midlothian Schoolhouse
AL-V-A-150

Carlos Road, Midlothian
ca. 1900

Although Allegany County's public school system was established
in 1865, it was during the 1870's and early 1880's that adequate
schoolhouses were built. In the Georges' Creek mining region the
schools were usually built on land owned or donated by mining
companies. A school built in Midlothian Mines during the 1870's
was apparently too small so this larger three room schoolhouse
was built to replace it around 1900.

The building is in original condition. The large and
numerous pedimented windows provide ample lighting for the
classrooms. Following a pattern developed in the mining region
during the nineteenth century it is a frame building resting on
a substantial foundation with a medium hipped roof.



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

AL-V-A-150
MAGI: 0107615704

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TINAME

HISTORIC
Midlothian Schoolhouse

ANO/OR COMMON

BALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
Carlos Road

Sixth

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Midlothian — VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Allegany
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT —__PUBLIC —OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
EBUILOING(S) _)%RIVATE —UNOCCUPIED — COMMERCIAL _ PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL lPRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __INPROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —_GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
—_BEING CONSIDEREO —_YES: UNRESTRICTEO —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—_NO __MILITARY —_OTHER
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME Dale Walker
Telephone #: 6£89-3702
T T STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN sTatE, zZip code
Midlothian —— VICINITY OF Maryland 21542
F2LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 480
COURTHOUSE.

Allegany County Courthouse

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC.

Folio #: 106

STREET & NUMBER

30 Washington Street

CITY,. TOWN
Cumberland

Maryland 21502

EAREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

OATE

—FEDERAL _STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION L A= 8D

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
——EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED iUNALTEHED iOHIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE
_XrAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Midlothian Schoolhouse is located on the northern side of the
Carlos Road in Midlothian.

The school, in original condition, consists of a one and one-half
story, five bays wide “T" shaped frame structure with clapboard siding.
It rests on a high stone foundation of random rubble with a plain water
table. The medium hipped roof is covered with tar paper and has snow-
boards. A hip roofed dormer on the south has two pedimented louvered
ventilators. Eaves consist of a boxed cornice, soffit, bedmould, and
frieze. Wall features include fluted cornerboards. Three original
corbeled brick chimneys located inside end have brick hoods and
relatively tall stacks.

The main entrance, in the center of the southern facade is pedimented
and includes a transom and a replaced three panel one light door. Two
other entrances on the east and north are also pedimented and have transoms.
Pedimented windows are large nailed six over six 1ights with wooden slip-
sills. Some of the windows are in pairs. Hipped porch roofs are on the
south and east.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although the public shcool system of Allegany County was
established in 1865 it was during the 1870's that adequate
schoolhouses were built. (1) Schoolhouses in the Georges's
Creek mining region were usually built on land donated by the
mining companies. (2) A school built in Midlothian Mines was
apparently too small for the areas' population and a larger three
room building was erected next to it around 1900. (3) The older
building was used as a literary club until the 1970's when it
was destroyed by fire. (4)

The schoolhouse is in original condition and is a reflection
of the growth of educational facilities in the county. It is
large compared to schoolhouses built in similar villages in the
area during the 1870's and 1880's. The large and numerous windows
provide ample lighting for the classrooms. Like other schoolhouses
built in the area it is a frame building and has a medium hip roof.
The schoolhouse stands as a reminder of the progress of education
in Allegany County.

(1) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the
Maryland Coal REGION, 1835-T910 (Tthaca: Cornell University Press),p.109-110

(2) Ibid, p. 110

(3) John T. Scharf, History of Western Maryland (Philadelphia: L.H. Everts
Company) p.1356 , Allegany County Land Records Liber 87, Folio 408
and interview with Matthew Willets, Midlothian, Md. October 10, 1978

(4) Interview with Matthew Willets, Midlothian, Md. October 10, 1978
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